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Each year, hospital emergency rooms treat about 12,500 
people for injuries, such as falls, cuts and shocks, related to 
holiday lights, decorations and Christmas trees. Christmas 
trees are involved in about 300 þ res annually, resulting in 10 
deaths, 30 injuries and an average of more than $10 million in 
property loss and damage. 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission suggests following 
these tips to make your holiday a safe one: 

TREES
When purchasing an artiþ cial tree, look for the label  
òFire Resistant.ó Although this label does not mean  
the tree wonõt catch þ re, it does indicate the tree will  
resist burning and should extinguish quickly.

When purchasing a live tree, check for freshness. 
A fresh tree is green, needles are hard to pull from  
branches and do not break when bent between your  
þ ngers. The trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky with  
resin, and when tapped on the ground, the tree   
should  not lose many needles.

When setting up a tree at home, place it at least three  
feet away from þ replaces and radiators. Because   
heated rooms dry live trees out rapidly, be sure to   
keep the stand þ lled with water. Place the tree out of  
the way of trafþ c and do not block doorways with the  
tree. 

LIGHTS
Indoors or outside, use only lights that have been   
tested  for safety by a recognized testing laboratory,  
which indicates conformance with safety standards. 
Use only lights that have fused plugs.

Check each set of lights, new or old, for broken 
or cracked sockets, frayed or bare wires, or loose   
connections, and throw out damaged sets. 
Always replace burned-out bulbs promptly with the   
same wattage bulbs. 




